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• The New Jersey Senate is expected
. to act next week on a proposal,

endorsed yesterday by the Assembly,
to keep the age of sexual consent at
;i6. /

The 71-2 A^enibly vpte on Speaker
. Christopher Jackman's bill to repeal
: the part of the state's new penal code
'that would lower the age of'consent

. to 13 came after nearly two hours of

heated.' debate. -The repeal was
accompanied by scattered applause
from thegallery.

The Sbnate Judiciary Committee is
scheduled to complete its hearings on
several similar bills and release one
of them Monday. Majority Demo
crats have pledged prompt action on
the measure. . '

Senate President Joseph Merlino of
Trenton and Senate Majority Leader
John Russo. D-Ocean, said Demo

^ex cotisent
crats in the upper house ar^deter-.
mined -to restore the 16-year-old
consent age. Joseph Santangelo. Gov.
Brendan Byrne's chief spokesman,
said the governor is expected to sign
the measure if it comes to his desk..

The penal codewith the con^ver-
sial age-of-consent provision was ap- ;
proved last summer and takes effect'
Sept. 1.

YESTERDAY'S Assembly action

unusual because it was sched
uled without prior committee action.

•'The lengthy debate that accompanied
it su^rised 'many .legislators who
had '^ected quick approval of the'

.-rep^er. which has generated more
v'grass-robts support than any other
^legislative bill inrecent months.
-^'What is so-fant^tic^y interest-

to me is the real impetus for this
fbill-comes frb'm the public." said

;.fA^mbIy Minority Leader James

Hurley. R-Cape May. 'IWhen - the •
mothers of this stateTound out. they
rose up in arms." • •

Stacks of paper with what Assem
blywoman Marie Muhler,' R-Mon-
mouth. said . contained- 30,000
signatures from people opposed-;to
lowering the age of consent were ohe
indicationof the grouhdswell.

However, °only about two dozen
mothers in a group calling itself
"Concerned Parents from Pai-amus"

watched the debate and applauded
.periodically from the gallery. With

them was Paramus Police Detective
Lt Joseph Delaney, whom they
credited with alerting them to the
error in the bill.
\ Delaney,. a criminal-code instructor
at the State Police Academy at Sea

-Girt, said he was thinking of his 13-
year-old daughter and 12- and 18-
year-old sons when he wrote an arti-
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•' Yesterday Democratic legislators Hurley. -"People knew this pro^ionto to JlmS code ; to to bill - toe told mo brfprcj
-loTOring .the Age was a mistake, they ve said itsmce.
:which, like the^ repeal oT the Sunday •.r-jf^ansrpe^^ b-I
•-•blue laws, they had expected to fix a fiist-degree offenre puntohable .by
^before it breame law The consent b) 20 years in jail for pereons ISv^e (L^JTwa^ oW or older to fJuaUy ^
Ibill jhey have planned ;to correct •trate avicUm under 16. Persons who

penal code was approved. Assembly-
Imari 'William Dowd, .K-Monmouth.

«: spotted a typographical error in the
3 draft• copy, '/and Assemblywoman
- 'Barbara Curran, R-Union. voted
. aganst thebfflin protest ofwhat she

- ^dwas hasty action.
-.- •Another opponent, John Froude, D-

'• Middlesex," said he voted against the
• bill becauseit reduced current penal-
: ities against rapists.

• • .-j'i v;' ;
de bn'theTnew ^e,ofjconsent .for a >

. local ne^paper.Tt*^^^ 4 ;
andapparently stairted the movement
againstthepenal code, Delaney said.

-."I saw!it woiiid.cause me prob
lems "as a •law enforcer," Delaney
said. VbutI also was thinking of my
children. ...

!-vVI,wonder^ if I really wanted to •
•'rend a kid to jail but then I .had to

• 'consider that this is rape, and to me,.
;; a'brutal rapeV a woman is no.^-.;
! ferept thaq m>mder..You never rec'ov-'
- -er fromit,"-the'polic^ansald.

Delaney said '^the;group would
•-.rdiim tothe State Hou^Monday for
f-the SeMfe'"delib^tibfe^.^
!/;!^'ds"'mbre'i^
iftbppbs^ to'the code. ,!!

sereral deficiencies because it had
become too volatile,- they said.
• VWe knewthere were errors in the
code," said Assembl^an Martin
Herman. D-Gloucester, chairman of

ithe Assembly Judiciary, Comniittee

: have "sexual contact" with a victim
-under age 13 and four years younger

; than ihey.would face sentences of up
'.to 10years.- . - .
- . One.assemblyman. Charles Hard-
' wick,R-Union, said he Vreluctantly"

' roMowad ihA- hill last vear ' - supported ihebill when he learnedit. which reriewed the b^ l^^t ^ relaUoni be-:
* to ' i -l '• WkMvbRAWCb «uttn «1*A KAfK 1ft *-'14 AFi*-Thiswon't.„be the


